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We need not say much about the technical side of
wireless. It has yet to be decided whether a few high-
powered, or many low-powered stations are better for rural
work. Perhaps both will be necessary. High-powered
stations will send out a high class general programme as
well as a rural programme. The low-powered stations will
each deal with a dialect area and its special problems, but
will use what they want of the high-powered station pro-
gramme by means of land-wires. Really satisfactory
receivers for village use have yet to be designed, and they
are still far too expensive ; the problems of running repairs
and battery charging are also still to be solved. As
technical knowledge and electrical power spread and the
younger generation take more interest in these things and
their fingers get more subtle, our difficulties will decrease.
At present they are at a maximum.

The. best kind of programme is now being worked out
by trial and error. Long talks must be avoided, but the
villager is not afraid of being told a great deal about crops
and health and cattle and the many problems he has daily
to solve. But the talks must each be short, bright and in a
language he understands. A lot can be done by song and
drama and dialogue, and these he will listen to by the hour.
All sorts of warnings, news, information, and, of course,
market prices, must be provided, and if only a small area
is being served by a station, local news items including
meetings, police notices, and official tours can be
broadcast.

It is possible that the best way to interest the village
people is for the announcer to make the whole rural pro-
gramme his own, and, instead of merely introducing each
item, to weave them into his talk, commenting on each song
and speaker and breaking into the items where necessary